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Christmas means that Christ has given us the gift of heaven.  At this point it is still wrapped.  But the package has 
our name on it.  We know what awaits us.  It is ours.  We would never have received the gift if it were not for 
Christmas, the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We wait longingly for the day when we will enjoy the gift 
of heaven in all of its unwrapped wonder.   

As the Bible says; “But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the 
home of righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).  The day will come when we too will hear the words, “Now the dwelling of 
God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4) 

 
Because Jesus came, we know what God is like.  We experience forgiveness of our sins and the transformation of 

our hearts and minds.  We have received the promise of heaven and eternal life.  What better gifts could we ask for?   
 
May you have a blessed Christmas.   

 
In Christ’s Service,  
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Ongoing Grief-Support Group  

 
     Members of Florissant Presbyterian Church and the community who have 
lost a loved one, have the opportunity to attend a Grief-Support group called 
Grief-Share.  Grief-Share is conducted here about twice a year as needed.  In 
these sessions participants watch a video and discuss it using a workbook 
provided through the program.   
     While Grief-Share helps participants begin the process of grieving over a lost 
loved one, it does not continue throughout the entire grieving process, which 
can last a life-time.  Gary Brandenburger thought of a way to fill the gap left by 
Grief-Share by having an ongoing Grief-Support Group which would meet here 
at church weekly.  This support group would be less formal than the Grief-Share 
and would be open to anyone who has experienced loss.   
     Gary and Dr. Calkins would be there to help facilitate discussion with the 
participants.  The first session of this new Grief-Support group will be on January 11 at 2pm here at church.  Please 
feel free to come if you have experienced a loss.  You would not have to attend every meeting.  It would be okay 
also, to start attending after the group has been meeting for a while.  Also, if you know of anyone in your family or 
friends who have experienced a loss, please offer this as an option for them.    
(Summarized from Gary Brandenburger)  
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If you ordered poinsettias to be on display during 
the Christmas Season, you may pick them up 

after the Christmas Eve Service.  Any poinsettias 
that are not picked up by the December 27th 

church service will be delivered to our shut-ins.  
If you would be willing to help with the delivery 
of poinsettias to the shut-ins, please let the office 

know as soon as possible. 
 

 Scrip-Card Program 
As you probably know, FPC sells Scrip, which is just a fancy word for gift cards.  

We have an inventory of over 75 types of cards on hand for you to purchase 
directly and we can order from a huge list of over 650 merchants.  Why should 

you buy gift cards from the church when you can just go to the store and pay like 
you usually do?  Well, the answer is easy…  Each vender who participates in the 
scrip-program donates a small portion of its profits to the church.  We are able to 
purchase the cards for slightly less than their full face value.  For example, Bath 

& Body Works stores are quite generous and give us a profit of 13%.  Other 
vendors give amounts from 1% to 15%.  While it may not sound like a lot of 

money when you think of 1% from a $10 card, it adds up.  Since April of 2009 
alone, the church has made a profit of approximately $2500.  With your support, 
we can increase the sales and therefore our profit which is used to fund the daily 
goings on of the church as well as to help out when there is a big project with the 

building that suddenly pops up.   
 FPC’s Scrip-Program is also a very convenient way of purchasing your Christmas 
and holiday gifts.  It is often quite nice to be able to give a gift-card to that hard-

to-buy-for person on your list.  Here, you can purchase cards from lots of different 
vendors in one place.  There is no need to run around stopping at 5 different 

stores.  We have cards for restaurants like Applebee’s, Qdoba, Bob Evans, Steak-
n-Shake, and many more.  We have cards for stores like Barnes & Noble, Best 
Buy, Macy’s, Michael’s, Payless Shoes, Walgreen’s, Sally Beauty Supply, and 
Wal-Mart.  We have cards for places you go every week like the grocery stores 

Dierberg’s and Shop-n-Save.  We have gas cards for BP and Sinclair. This is just a 
tiny bit of the list of cards we have on hand.  And, the list we can order from is 
enormous.  For a complete list of vendors we can order cards from, stop by the 

scrip card table on Sundays, the office during the week, or visit the scrip page on 
our website, floprseby.org.  For a list of cards we keep on hand and a list by 

vendor type, see Jessica.  We hope that you will think about using FPC’s Scrip-
Program to make some of your Christmas purchases.  This really is the easiest 

way to shop.  And, it helps the church.  It’s a win-win situation.  
 
 

2010 Pledge Drive 
You should have received your 2010 pledge card.  

Please prayerfully consider your 2010 pledge to our 
church and “Give with Love”.  Your contributions help 

keep the church running on a daily basis.  You can 
return your pledge cards in the offering plate, to the 

office, or mail them using the provided envelope.  The 
Stewardship Commission would ask that you return 
your pledge card by December 6th so that the 2010 

budget can be finalized.  



The Youth NEEDS your help!  The Basket Auction was a great success last year 
due to the generosity of this congregation.  Many of you donated baskets on top of 
bidding—to make the evening a GREAT time!  The youth need your help again.  If 
you would be interested in donating a themed basket, or just an item or two—please 
feel free.  Please let Debbie know.  Handmade items are great too.  Remember us at 
the after-Thanksgiving and after-Christmas sales.  Items need to be dropped off at 

the church by the 1st of January for the February 20th basket auction.   
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mitten Tree and Coat Crib are set up in the Hallway by the office.  Please bring in 
new mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves for the tree and new/gently used coats for the crib.  
Donations for the mitten tree go to KidSmart and the coats go to the St. Mark’s United 
Methodist “Clothing for Food” where all profits from sales go to local food pantries.    

 
 
 
 
 
(Taken from a church newsletter) 
          (submitted by Barb Spurgeon) 
 

A fifth grade teacher in a Christian school asked her class to look at television commercials to see if they could use 
them in some way to communicate ideas about God.  Here are some of the results: 

 
God is like Bayer Aspirin.   He works miracles.                God is like a Ford.  He’s got a better idea. 
God is like Coke.  He’s the real thing.              God is like G.E.  He brings good things to life. 
God is like Tide.  He gets out the stains that others leave.           God is like Sears.  He has everything.  
God is like Hallmark.  He cares enough to send His very best.       God is like Alka-Seltzer.  Try Him, you’ll like Him. 
God is like Scotch Tape.  You can’t see Him but you know He's there.   
  

Children’s Christmas Program and Luncheon 

The Children’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday, 
December 20th.  There will be a luncheon following church.  

We would ask that members bring a dessert to share. 

Spaghetti Dinner & Basket Auction 
The Youth Spaghetti Dinner & Basket Auction is on 

Saturday, February 20th.  Be sure to save the date 
because you know you’ll want to attend! 

The Angel Tree is set up in the foyer.  Please stop by and 
select a tag to support a family.  All gifts need to be turned 
in, unwrapped, by December 6th.  It is a time of financial 

struggle for many of us, but any small gift is greatly 
appreciated.  There is a special request for a handyperson or 

financial help to repair & waterproof a basement.  If you 
know of someone with those skills, let Robin know.   



 
 
 

 
Merry Christmas! 
From the Staff of  

Florissant Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 

Have a wonderful Christmas!  Remember that  
Jesus came to Earth for us. 

 
 
 
 

 

                    
 

���	
� �

����� �
������ �

����� �

���	 � ������� �

����� �

Tablecloth Raffle 
Bob Blake has very generously donated some more 

of the beautiful handiwork of his sisters-in-law.  One 
of the items is a beautiful hand-made tablecloth.  Our 

church women felt it was much too beautiful and 
valuable to be sold at the Craft Fair.  So, they came 

up with the idea to raffle it off. 
This beautifully hand crocheted tablecloth is a 

generous 60” wide by 74” long. The main design is 
the pineapple motif which is an early American 
symbol of friendship.  It would be a wonderful 

addition to someone’s Holiday table. Or, it would 
make a very nice Christmas gift. 

We began taking donations for the Raffle on Sunday, 
November 29 and will draw the winner on December 

20 during the Christmas Luncheon.  It will be 
displayed near the church office so stop by and see 
how beautiful it really is. Chances will be $1.00 a 

piece or 6 for $5.00. This is a very simple and 
inexpensive way to help the church raise much 

needed funds. 
 

Holiday Dinner Theatre 
 

The McCluer North Chamber 
Singers, directed by Tracy Baker, will 

be doing a Holiday Dinner Theatre 
production in Harmon Hall on Friday, 

December 11th at 7 pm.   
The show is a contemporary version 

of Gift of the Magi followed by a 
short concert.  Dinner will be roasted 
chicken with vegetables and bread. 
Dessert and coffee will be served 

during the concert. Tickets are $10.00 
per person. See Jessica for tickets. 
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Christmas Party Pinwheels 
From the Kitchen of:  Brenda Stuckmeyer 

 

Ingredients:   2 (8 oz.) pkgs. Cream cheese, softened  1 pkg. dry ranch salad dressing mix 
  ½ Cup minced red pepper    ½ cup minced celery 
  ¼ cup sliced pimento-stuffed green onions ¼ cup sliced stuffed olives 
  3-4 lg. (10-in) flour tortillas 
Directions:   
     In a mixing bowl, combine cream cheese and dry dressing mix; beat until smooth.  Add red pepper, 
celery, onions, and olives; mix well.  Spread about ¾ cup mixture on each tortilla.  Roll up tightly; wrap in 
plastic wrap.  Refrigerate at least 2 hours.  Slice into ½ inch pieces.      
 

Yields:  15-20 rolls             

Favorite Hot Cocoa 
From the Kitchen of:  Jessica Gwyn  

(as used from the back of the Hershey’s Cocoa box) 
 

Ingredients:   ½ cup sugar     1/3 cup hot water 
  ¼ cup Hershey’s cocoa powder  4 cups milk 
  Dash of salt 
Directions:   
     Combine sugar, cocoa, and salt in a 2 quart saucepan; stir in hot water.  Bring to a boil over medium heat, 
stirring constantly.  Boil and stir for 2 minutes.  Add milk; stir and heat until very warm.  DO NOT let 
mixture boil after adding milk.  Remove from heat and stir in vanilla.  Ladle out cups of hot cocoa to 
everyone.  You will probably have to double this recipe as everyone always wants seconds. 
 

Yields:  6 (8 oz) servings 
 

Chocolate Crinkles 
From the Kitchen of:  Sue Bradford Edwards  

 
Ingredients:   4 squares (4 oz.) unsweet chocolate, melted ½ cup veg. oil 
  2 cups sugar      4 eggs 
  2 teaspoons vanilla     2 teaspoons baking powder 
  ½ teaspoon salt     2 cups flour 
  1 cup powdered sugar    
Directions:   
     Grease cookie sheets.  Combine chocolate, oil, and sugar.  Add eggs, one at a time, mixing well after each 
addition.  Stir in vanilla.  Stir in baking powder and salt.  Blend in flour.  Freeze dough (it is very sticky at 
room temperature or only chilled).  Preheat oven to 350°F.  Scoop small spoonfuls of dough and roll into a 
ball.  Roll each ball in powdered sugar.  Place about 2 inches apart on cookie sheet and bake 10-12 minutes 
being careful not to over bake.   
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Wedding Anniversaries 

William & Barb Vogan, married 56 years on December 22 
Alan & Louise Wilkis, married 54 years on December 24 
Tom & Candy Shelton, married on December 29            

 
Deaths 
Paul Gallyoun passed away on October 31st.  Please keep his family in your prayers 
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The November/December issues of “The 
Upper Room” are available for purchase in 

the Literature Rack outside the office. 
Please bring your free-will offering to the 
office so that we can continue to purchase 

the Upper Rooms for future months. 

Helen Dodd 
Blake Smith 
Kevin Ruyle 

Carole Tumminia 
Our Shut-ins 

Ted Buckwick 
Tom Connelly 
Esther Murray 
Ben McKee 

 

Have you started 
Christmas shopping 

yet?  Our church 
cookbooks are a 
great gift idea for 

almost everyone on 
your list.  They cost 
just $15 each.  Stop 
by the office to do 

your shopping. 

There will be a new Grief-Support 
Program starting on January 11th at 

2pm here at church.  Gary 
Brandenburger & Dr. Calkins will 
be leading this informal discussion 

and sharing group.   

Don’t forget about 
T.E.A.M. during the 

holiday season.  Donations 
of food items are 

especially appreciated 
when families are trying to 

make Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners.     

Christmas Eve—Closed at noon 
Christmas Day—Closed 

Monday, December 28th—Closed 
Tuesday, December 29th—Closed 

Wednesday, December 30th—Closed 
New Year’s Eve—Closed 
New Year’s Day—Closed 

Do you visit sunny 
Florida or some other 

destination for an 
extended time during 

the winter?  If so, 
please be sure to give 

the office your 
address so that we 

can mail you 

1st Sunday of Advent-November 29th 

Sermon “Christmas Love: The Story of God’s Gift to Us”  
Scripture: 1 John 4:9-11  

 
2nd Sunday of Advent-December 6th 

Sermon “Christmas Hope: The Story of Mary”  
Scripture: Luke 1:46-55  

 
3rd Sunday of Advent-December 13th 

Sermon “Christmas Courage: The Story of Joseph”  
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

 
4th Sunday of Advent-December 20th  

Sermon “Christmas Wisdom: The Story of the Wise Men”  
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Christmas Eve-December 24th at 7pm 

Sermon “Christmas Eve: A Savior has Been Born”  
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 

 

Save The Date! 
Don’t plan anything 
to do on Saturday, 

January 23rd.  Why?  
Because this is the 
date of our famous 
Holiday Social with 
awesome food, fun, 

and fellowship 



 

 
  
  

 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
   

1  Cynthia Strokey 
 

18  Ruth Muskett 

2  Betty Williams 19  Helen Anderson 

3  Mary Belle Surgeon 19  David Arseneau 

4  Diana Bolser 19  Samuel Derrington 

4  Steve Rosenberger 21 Ben Mahurin 

4  Don Wardlaw Jr. 21  Mary Ruyle 

7  Bob Sherron 22 Kristin Goehri 

8  Jennifer Moore 22  Bill Vogan 

10  Nancy Ames 22  Bob Williams 

11 Larry Scott 23  Roland Aubuchon 

11  Ebbie Tharpe 23  Dolores Rinehart 

12  Timothy Law 24  Debbie McDanel 

12  Louise Perkins 27  Sam Tumminia 

14  Jacqueline Rieves 29  Keith Gentry 

16  Melissa Arseneau 29  Russell Haley 

16  Jessica Gwyn 29  Melanie Mitchell 

18  Mike Derrington 30  Rebecca Kayser 

5  Robert Leichenauer 22  Ruth Litteken 
5  Christopher Walsh 
 

22  Mike Saal 

9  Colin Hall 24  Shannon Haley 

10  Robert Allen 24  Andrew Jurkins 

12  Shirley Enns 25  Victor Grasaglio 

13  Cheryl Walton 27  Jay Draper 

14  Aaron Coller 28  Heather Cox 

16  Katherine Frank 28  Michelle Hitchcock 

16  Lois Gallyoun 30  Sue Edwards 

17  Billy Bass 30  Dorothy Gebhart 

17  Tom Shelton 30  George Haley 

18  Laura Connelly 30  Bill Hammerly 

18  Doris Parks   30  Tom Hardin 

20  Marilyn Branstetter 31  Brian Scott 

20  An Thoebes  

Visit the new flopresby.org 

Our church website, flopresby.org, is officially new!  

David and I have been working hard on it, and finally 

got it ready to put up.  Visit the website to see the new 

features like our first ever blog, FloPresbyBlog, a 

FPCLC page, an Events page, and much, much more.  If 

you have any ideas about things that would be good to 

have on the website, please let me know.   

Thanks, Jessica 

Advent Quarter Folders 
You should have received your 

Advent quarter folder in the mail.  
Please use this folder to keep track 
of the days of Advent by putting in 
a quarter each day.  Also, feel free 
to write a check instead of giving 
quarters.  Please return your folder 
on or around Christmas Eve in the 

envelope provided.     

The new 2010 
“Disciplines” are 
now available for 

sale for $11.  These 
day-by-day bible 

reading and 
devotional guides 

make great 
Christmas presents.  
Stop by the office to 

get your copy.  
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