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Starting Over 
  Many of us view the beginning of a new year as a “starting over” point.  That’s why we make New Year’s 
resolutions.  Have you made any this year?  I came across some new year’s resolutions for those who spend a great 
deal of time on the internet: 

I will stop checking my email at 3:00 in the morning.  I will think of a password other that “password”. 
I will read the manual.  When I hear “where do you want to go today?” I won’t reply “Tech Support”. 

I will spend less than one hour a day on the internet.  I resolve to work with neglected children…my own. 
I resolve to back up my 10GB hard drive daily…well, once a week…okay, monthly, then, or maybe… 

I will stop sending email to my wife.  I will try to figure out why I “really” need 7 email addresses. 
  Every year we make resolutions for a better life.  We feel as though “this is the year” that we’re going to get that 
new start we need.  We’re full of hope and anticipation.  But year, after year, the same thing happens.  Within a few 
weeks it’s all gone and we feel deflated, sad, and guilty.  But, year after year we still keep making them because we 
want to change; we want our lives to count.  We want our lives to make a difference. 
  If we really want to make a lasting impact, if we really want our lives to make a difference, we need to know that to 
“Start Over” in our lives is found in 1 Corinthians 10:31.  “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all 
for the Glory of God.”   My prayer for you this year is that this plea will sink into all of our souls and take root.  That 
we will embrace all that this means with our whole hearts.  Remember, we waste our lives when we don’t live for the 
Glory of God.  As a matter of fact failing to live for the Glory of God was the reason why God sent forth his son to 
earth.  “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 
  Do you know what happens when we live for the Glory of God?  We make God shine.  God shines no matter what 
we do – but for the people in our own world, neighborhood, school, workplace?  When you and I live for the Glory of 
God, God becomes attractive to others.  “Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before men …so they can see your good 
works and praise your Father in heaven.”  Let’s not waste our lives.  Do all to the Gory of God.  Live to please God 
and not ourselves.  Begin this year making 1 Cor. 10:31 your verse for 2010 and the rest of your life.  Let’s start over 
today!  May you and yours have a very blessed New Years. 

In Christ’s Service, �����
�

Ongoing Grief-Support Group  
 

     While Grief-Share helps participants begin the process of grieving over a lost loved one, it does not continue 
throughout the entire grieving process, which can last a life-time.  Gary Brandenburger thought of a way to fill the 
gap left by Grief-Share by having an ongoing Grief-Support Group which would meet here at church weekly.  This 
support group would be less formal than Grief-Share and would be open to anyone who has experienced loss.   
     Gary and Dr. Calkins will be there to help facilitate discussion with the participants.  The first session of this new 
Grief-Support group is on January 25 at 2pm here at church.  Please feel free to come if you have experienced a loss.  
You would not have to attend every meeting.  It would be okay also, to start attending after the group has been 
meeting for a while.  Also, if you know of anyone in your family or friends who have experienced a loss, please offer 
this as an option for them.  Please note that the support group will start 2 weeks later than previously mentioned.  
(Summarized from Gary Brandenburger) �



Spaghetti Dinner & Basket Auction 
The annual Spaghetti Dinner & Basket Auction will be held on Saturday, 

February 20th from 4-7pm.  Please come and share in this wonderful event while 
supporting our youth.  Also, if you plan on contributing a basket or items for a 
basket to the auction, please do so as soon as possible, as the baskets will be 

made up soon. 
 

2010 Holiday Social 
 

The 2010 Holiday Social will be held at 6pm on 
Saturday, January 23rd.  This event is the highlight of 
the year.  Here we celebrate all the holidays of the 
year including Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, 

Halloween, Christmas, and more.  Tickets are 
still only $5.  When purchasing a ticket, you 

will be asked to bring a salad or appetizer.  
Soups, desserts, and drinks will be provided.  The 

entertainment this year will be the Lewis & Clark 
Community College Jazz Band.  They will play assorted 

show tunes to help us celebrate the year’s holidays.  Tickets will 
be on sale starting January 3rd.  Invite your friends and family to join us for 

this great evening of fellowship, fun, and food.

2010 Pledge Drive 
You should have received your 2010 pledge card.  Please 
prayerfully consider your 2010 pledge to our church and 

“Give with Love”.  Your contributions help keep the 
church running on a daily basis.  You can return your 
pledge cards in the offering plate, to the office, or mail 

them using the provided envelope.  If you have not 
already done so, please return your pledge card as soon as 

possible so that the 2010 budget can be finalized.  

Acts Bible Study 
The new Acts Bible Study will begin on Thursday, January 14, 2010 at 

10am.  Find out what the Bible says in this video bible study on the book 
of Acts.  This 19 week study session will give you new understanding 
about what the Scriptures mean for us today.  Every participant will 
receive a workbook ($15) to help follow the lecture and to keep as a 
permanent reverence.  Dr. Mickey Efird, professor and author of 13 

books, will present a warm, insightful, and humorous study.  Enrich your 
knowledge by signing up today.  Call the office or stop by to sign up.   



Make 2010 the “Write” Year for You  
 

Are you a writer?  Do you want to write?  Then join us for a Free Writer's 
Workshop on January 16 from 10 am until noon.   

Workshop leader Sue Bradford Edwards will lead us through topics ranging 
from finding time to write to breaking writer's blocks and from coming up 
with ideas to the important task of rewriting.  Bring a cup of coffee and a 

notebook because Sue will be leading us through writing exercises as well.  
Seating is limited so RSVP to Jessica in the front office (314-837-8555).   

 --SueBE 
 

 
 

Need an idea for a New Year’s 
resolution? 

 
How about making a resolution to take better care of our 

planet?  Here at FPC, we offer many opportunities to recycle.  
Our paper collection bin in the parking lot is where you 

should put all your old newspapers, magazines, office papers, 
etc.  If you have aluminum soda cans, they can be put into the 
collection barrel in the entry way to Harmon Hall.  You will 
also find a plastic bottle barrel.  We offer recycling for inkjet 
printer cartridges and cell phones.  There are collection boxes 

across from the office.   
So, how about making 2010 the year you start recycling or 

recycle at bit more to help keep our home beautiful.  We even 
make a little bit of money off the paper and inkjet recycling.  

This is a win-win situation.       
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Wedding Anniversaries 

Bob & Wilma Thiedke married 53 years on January 6 
Bob & Louis Scudder, married 29 years, on January 12 
Terry & Nancy Salfen, married 38 years, on January 30 
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The January/February issues of “The Upper 
Room” are available for purchase in the 

Literature Rack outside the office. Please 
bring your free-will offering to the office 
so that we can continue to purchase the 

Upper Rooms for future months. 

Marigold Allen 
Helen Dodd 
Blake Smith 
Kevin Ruyle 

Carole Tumminia 
Our Shut-ins 

Ted Buckwick 
Tom Connelly 
Ben McKee 

 

There will be a new Grief-Support 
Program starting on January 25th at 

2pm here at church.  Gary 
Brandenburger & Dr. Calkins will 
be leading this informal discussion 

and sharing group.   

Do you visit sunny Florida 
or some other destination 

for an extended time during 
the winter?  If so, please be 
sure to give the office your 
address so that we can mail 

you accordingly. 

Helen Dodd, who is 
still in St. Sophia’s, 
would like to thank 
everyone for their 

cards, prayers, calls, 
and kind thoughts and 

Kurt for his many 
uplifting visits to the 
hospital and home.  

She would also like to 
thank the ladies who 
made the beautiful 
afghan delivered by 

the Williams. 

We received a thank you 
from KidSmart for our 

donation of school supplies 
this year.  See the bulletin 
board for the full letter. 

The 2010 offering envelopes are available for 
pick-up on the table in front of the office.  Please 

be sure to pick up your envelopes as well as 
those of your children/grandchildren if they will 
not be here to pick them up themselves.  Also, if 
you will be visiting any members who are not 

able to get out to church, please take along their 
envelopes if possible.   

Happy New Year! 
 

We hope your year is 
blessed.  Have a safe & 

Happy New Year!   
 

From The Staff of F.P.C. 



 

 
  
  

 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
   

5  Robert Leichenauer 22  Ruth Litteken 
5  Christopher Walsh 
 

22  Mike Saal 

9  Colin Hall 24  Shannon Haley 

10  Robert Allen 24  Andrew Jurkins 

12  Shirley Enns 25  Victor Grasaglio 

13  Cheryl Walton 27  Jay Draper 

14  Aaron Coller 28  Heather Cox 

16  Katherine Frank 28  Michelle Hitchcock 

16  Lois Gallyoun 30  Sue Edwards 

17  Billy Bass 30  Dorothy Gebhart 

17  Tom Shelton 30  George Haley 

18  Laura Connelly 30  Bill Hammerly 

18  Doris Parks   30  Tom Hardin 

20  Marilyn Branstetter 31  Brian Scott 

20  Ann Thoebes  

1  Jean Stone 12  Georgiana Jones 

 1  Robert Thygerson 

 
12  Barbara Spurgeon 
 2  Sarah Rushing 

 
13  Barbara Anderson 

 3  Barbara Kaatman 

 
15  Marie Koch 

 4  Angel Amos 

 
16  Dale Rinehart 

 4  Jeanne Schwartz 

 
17  Mary Lou Wright 

 5  Brittany Enns 

 
18  Rebecca Smith 

 5  Connie Whitman 

 
19  Rolla Smith 

 6  Jennifer Mahurin 

 
19  Myles Willis 

 7  Carlene Moore 

 
20  Amanda Coller 

 8  Pamela Draper 

 
21  Kitty Christian 

 8  William Spurgeon 

 
21  Zachary Jurkins 

 9  Alex Bolser 

 
21  Joe Tharpe 

 9  Herbert Lawoe 

 
22  Esther Murray 

 10  Joyce Buddeke 

 
23  Michele Webb 

 10  Candace Guilliams 25  Gloria Aubuchon 

11  Steven Campbell 27  Kathy Moore 

 11  Susan Gentry 
 

28  Helen Dodd 

 Visit the new flopresby.org 

Our church website, flopresby.org, is officially new!  

David and I have been working hard on it, and finally 

got it ready to put up.  Visit the website to see the new 

features like our first ever blog, FloPresbyBlog, a 

FPCLC page, an Events page, and much, much more.  If 

you have any ideas about things that would be good to 

have on the website, please let me know.   

Thanks, Jessica 

The new 2010 
“Disciplines” are 
now available for 

sale for $11.  These 
day-by-day bible 

reading and 
devotional guides 

make great 
Christmas presents.  
Stop by the office to 

get your copy.  
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