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“Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together.  Speak to that rock before their eyes 

and it will pour out its water.  You will bring water out of the rock for the community so that and their livestock can 

drink.” (Numbers 20:8) 

Moses and the people had been traveling for days without water, the people where thirsty.  They were complaining 

and grumbling about their plight, and Moses became the object of their complaining.  Moses sought the Lord for 

wisdom on how to handle the situation.  The Lord instructed him to speak to the rock and water would flow.  This 

would be a sign that God was still in control and Moses was still the leader, and that God was their provider. 

When it came time to speak to the rock, Moses’ disgust with the people became so great that instead of speaking to 

the rock, he angrily addressed the people then struck the rock twice.  The water came out, in spite of Moses’ 

disobedience.  But the Lord was not pleased with Moses. 

This was a time for Moses to operate at a higher level.  No longer was he called to touch things with his staff to 

perform miracles; it was a time for him to speak to the problem.  His very words would have changed the situation.  

Moses’ staff represented two things – his physical work as a shepherd of sheep and his spiritual work as a shepherd of 

the people.  God was calling him to move into a new dimension of using his staff.  Up to now, Moses had always been 

commanded by God to touch something to perform the miracle.  Now it was time to speak God’s word to the problem. 

However, Moses made the mistake many of us make.  He used his instrument with force to accomplish something 

for God.  He took something God wanted to be used in a righteous manner and used it in an unrighteous manner.  He 

used force to solve the problem.  This disobedience cost Moses his right to see the Promised Land. 

Have you ever been tempted to us your power, skill, and ability to force a situation to happen, perhaps even out of 

anger?  God is calling us to use prayer to move the face of mountains.  The force of our ability is not satisfactory.  God 

is calling each of us to a new dimension of walking with Him.  Pray that God will give you the grace to wait on Him 

and not take matters into your own hands.  Then you will not be in jeopardy of failing to 

Move into the Promised Land in your life.  

In Christ’s Service, �����



 Spaghetti Dinner & Basket Auction 
 The annual Spaghetti Dinner & Basket Auction will 

be held on Saturday, February 20th from 4-7pm.  
Please come and enjoy a wonderful homemade 
spaghetti dinner while bidding on awesome gift 

baskets to support our youth.  Also, if you plan on 
contributing a basket or items for a basket to the 
auction, please do so as soon as possible, as the 

baskets will be made up soon. 
 

F.P.C. Trivia Night—March 27, 2009 
 

Florissant Presbyterian Church’s Annual Trivia 
Night and silent auction will be on Saturday, 

March 27th.  Doors open at 6:30pm and the fun 
starts at 7:00pm.  The cost per person is $10.  

There can be 6 players per table.  Teams can play 
with less than 6 but, if you have more than 6 

people at your table, your scores will not be included in the contest.  You can 
reserve a table by contacting Debbie Galle or the church office.  Reservations 
are recommended, but there are usually a few spots left the night of.  Please 
come and have fun wracking your brain on the trivia, bidding in the silent 

auction, enjoying snacks, and spending some great time in fellowship.  So, get a 
group of family, friends, or neighbors together and book a table at the first 

Trivia Night of 2010!  It will be a night you won’t want to miss! 
 

The Youth Group Adopted a Unit of Soldiers 
 

The FPC Youth has adopted a unit of soldiers in Afghanistan.  Most of the 
men in this unit are quite young, around 19 years old.  The Youth Group is 
looking for help with donations to fill monthly care packages. The first care 
package they send will be a Junk Food package to give the soldiers a taste 

of the easier life at home.  The Youth are looking for donations of Pop 
Tarts, beef jerky, single serving cereals, pudding cups, gum, Little Debbie 

or any snack cakes, Skittles (no bags over a pound please), Starbursts, 
Pringles, Fruit Snacks, Mints, etc.  Please do not bring in Pork, chocolate 
(it could melt), or homemade/baked items as these care packages have to 

ship a long way and items would go bad.  Also, because of the shipping and 
dust, please make sure everything is in the original factory packaging 

because open items would not last.  For more information, and to see a 
picture of the unit of soldiers, check out the bulletin board by the office.    

 
 
 



Report on Writers’ Workshop 
Phew.  That's me, SueBE, breathing a sigh of relief.  We held a successful writing 

workshop on Saturday, January 16th.  A new event always makes me nervous.  What if 
no one shows up?  What if they won’t participate? Fortunately, that wasn't the case.  The 

workshop brought in 11 participants.  Two came from across the state, driving up from 
Lebanon and Springfield.  We had two church members that I didn't even know were 

interested in writing.  We even had a local teen and her father.  Our topic was "Making 
2010 Your Write Year."  We discussed various things that keep us from writing 

including not having a writing habit, needing to come up with ideas, writers block, story problems and rewriting.  I 
also led the group through an idea generation exercise that helped us see how a single word can lead to a wide 
variety of story ideas as well as how different various people's ideas were.  The character web exercise showed 
everyone just how well we need to know our characters for the story to hold together.  Several people said that 

they would like to do another workshop in the future.  If there is a specific topic you would like to see Lynn and I 
address, feel free to post a comment on the website blog or just stop me when you see me at church.  Possibilities 
we've already discussed are a first page critique session where each read a first manuscript page and then gather 

responses from other participants or a topic specific workshop such as one on creating great characters or 
believable settings or doing research.  Until then, keep writing! 

--SueBE 
 

KidSmart “Gift of the Heart Drive” 
KidSmart will hold their annual "Gift of the Heart” drive during the month 
of February.  At this time of the school year, supplies are getting low.  Any 

item a child needs for his/her school work will be greatly appreciated.  
There is a collection barrel across from the church office during the month.  
Your response to this drive in the past has been awesome and we thank you 

very much for your support. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Seder  
from Kurt J. Calkins 

 
There has been an increasing interest among Christians in the Seder.  There are various reasons for this interest: an 

increasing sensitivity to culture and societal problems and corresponding desire to learn about others; a 
renewed awareness of the importance of the Old Testament Scriptures as Christian Scripture; a desire or even a 

need in our modern world to recover a sense of the sacred through liturgy and sacrament; the willingness to 
find new and innovative ways to worship; and perhaps even the enjoyment that comes from acknowledging the 

continuity with a 3,000 year old community of faith.  
As a result, there has been an ever increasing interest in adapting the Passover festival to Christianity.  Various 

organizations, such at “Jews for Jesus,” have long promoted Christian’s Passover services as a means for Jews 
to retain their cultural heritage while confessing a  Christian faith.  They have also used the Christian Passover 

as a means to communicate the Jewish religious heritage that they value.   
On Maundy Thursday at 6pm we will celebrate the Passover with a Christian Seder which is a time of rejoicing 

and celebration at the deliverance of the Hebrews that God accomplished in The Exodus.  It will be 
accompanied by a complete meal which is sometimes referred to as the Feast of Unleavened Bread or Seder 

meal.  Please join me on April 1st at 6pm.  If you are planning to attend, please let Jessica know as we need an 
accurate count to plan for the meal.    

From the desk of 
SueBE 

F.P.C. Book Club 
The Book Club of F.P.C. will meet on Tuesday, February 23rd at 7pm to 
discuss the book “False Impression” written by Jeffrey Archer.  If you 
enjoy reading, you should try out our book club.  The book club meets 

the 4th Tuesday of the month at church.  For more information, check out 
the book list on the library door or talk with Lynn Bohler. 
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Wedding Anniversaries 

Paul & Mary Ann Coulter married 60 years on February 11th  
Earl & Arlene Arseneau married 36 years on February 12th  
Winton & Janet Dunn married 60 years on February 16th  
Lloyd & Carlene Moore married 55 years on February 20th  

 
Wedding 
 Bruce Tolbert married Carol Koeppe on January 17th 
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The January/February issues of “The Upper 
Room” are available for purchase in the 

Literature Rack outside the office. 
 

Marigold Allen 
Helen Dodd 
Blake Smith 

Carole Tumminia 
Our Shut-ins 

Ted Buckwick 
Tom Connelly 

 

The Grief-Support group meets in 
the Parlor on Mondays at 2pm.  If 
you are interested, stop by during a 

meeting on some Monday.   

We would like to thank the 
wonderful guys who worked 

so hard to put in the new 
carpeting in the Nursery.  
Kinney & Jerry Clark & 

Stan Hutchison worked over 
Christmas break to carpet 

the Nursery.  If you have not 
seen it, you should stop by 

and check it out. 

Informational 
Congregational Meeting 

There will be an informal 
congregational meeting in 
Harmon Hall on Sunday, 

March 7th following church.  
We will discuss the possibility 

of North Church nesting 
within our church.  All 

members are invited to attend 
and share in the discussion.   

The Annual Meeting will be on 
Sunday, February 14th following the 
service.  At this meeting we will go 

over the annual reports from 
commissions and committees etc., 
and have our corporation meeting.  
All members are invited to attend.   

The Acts Bible Study meets 
on Thursday mornings at 
10am.  It is not too late to 
start attending if you are 

interested.   

Boy Scout Sunday is February 7th.  
Scouting is celebrating its 100th 

Anniversary this year.  The scouts will 
lead the service and conduct a flag 

ceremony.  There will be a Luncheon 
following the service.  Members are 

asked to bring a dessert to share 

The office will be 
closed on Monday, 
February 15th for 
President’s Day. 

The Seder Supper will 
be on Thursday, April 
1st at 6pm.  If you plan 
to attend please sign up 

in the office. 



 

 
  
  

 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
   

1  Jean Stone 12  Georgiana Jones 

 1  Robert Thygerson 

 
12  Barbara Spurgeon 
 2  Sarah Rushing 

 
13  Barbara Anderson 

 3  Barbara Kaatman 

 
15  Marie Koch 

 4  Angel Amos 

 
16  Dale Rinehart 

 4  Jeanne Schwartz 

 
17  Mary Lou Wright 

 5  Brittany Enns 

 
18  Rebecca Smith 

 5  Connie Whitman 

 
19  Rolla Smith 

 6  Jennifer Mahurin 

 
19  Myles Willis 

 7  Carlene Moore 

 
20  Amanda Coller 

 8  Pamela Draper 

 
21  Kitty Christian 

 8  William Spurgeon 

 
21  Zachary Jurkins 

 9  Alex Bolser 

 
21  Joe Tharpe 

 9  Herbert Lawoe 

 
22  Esther Murray 

 10  Joyce Buddeke 

 
23  Michele Webb 

 10  Candace Guilliams 25  Gloria Aubuchon 

11  Steven Campbell 27  Kathy Moore 

 11  Susan Gentry 
 

28  Helen Dodd 

 

2  Jared Edwards 8  Larry Sherron 

2  Pam Sherron 11 Julia Spalding 

2  Carole Tumminia 13  Marigold Allen  

2  Louise Wilkis 21  Nicholas Schulte 

3  Thomas Hayes 22  Matthew Morton 

3  Carolyn Spalding 22  Don Shoptaugh 

5  Austin Shoptaugh 24  Jean Davis 

5  Ronna Smith 28 Mark Arseneau  

5  Jessica Wolf 30  Seth Thoebes 

6  Kinney Clark 31  Mary Ann Coulter 

6  Charlene Fleischauer 22  Don Shoptaugh 

6  Karen Martin  

8  Kara Baldwin  

Church Bulletin Bloopers 
(Let’s hope these never show up in our bulletin) 

 
The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.  
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a 

chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house.  Bring your husbands.   

Don’t let worry kill you; let the church help. 
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on 

October 24th in the church.  So ends a friendship 
that began in their school days.   

The pastor would appreciate if the ladies of the 
congregation would lend him their electric girdles 
for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  

Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm—prayer and 
medication to follow. 

For those of you who have children and don’t know 
it, we have a nursery downstairs.  

(Taken from an e-mail) 



    
 
FLORISSANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                    NON-PROFIT  ORGANIZATION 
 660 CHARBONIER ROAD                                                                                                         U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
 FLORISSANT MO 63031                                                                                                                       PERMIT #12 

                            FLORISSANT MO 63033 
February 2010 Belltower 
 
This newsletter is a monthly publication. 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

�
 
 
 


