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“Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses while this house remains a ruin?” Haggai 1:4 
 

There is a crisis of grand proportions in the spiritual house of God today.  The moral fiber of our world has 

eroded.  Greed, idolatry, and pleasure are the gods of our day.   

The prophet Haggai wrote about a people who had lost concern for the need to build God’s house because they 

were so focused on their own worldly needs.  It is a dangerous place to get with God.  When our world begins to 

focus around increasing our pleasure, building bigger and better homes, and failing to make what is important to 

God important in our lives, this should be a warning to us. 

Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there.  He overturned the tables of 

the moneychangers and the benches of those selling doves.  “It is written,” He said to them, “My house will be 

called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it a den of thieves.’” 

Jesus came to Jerusalem and found the workplace believers buying and selling in the temple.  As far as they 

knew, this was an acceptable practice in their day.  Their fathers did it, and now they were doing it.  It was 

business as usual.  Jesus got angry, turned over the tables, and said that his House was a house of prayer.  He 

found the workplace believers of the day seeing His house as a place for profit, not prayer.  They had stepped into 

a place of complacency that was not acceptable to the Lord.  When we begin to blend in with the moral condition 

of an ungodly world, we begin losing God’s perspective on life. 

It is easy to begin blending in with our culture and to accept what is being modeled by the ungodly.  God 

called us to be salt in a world that needs a lot of salt.  “You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses it saltiness, 

how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.”  

Each of us must ask ourselves if we have lost our salt.  Are we having an impact on our world?  Or is our world 

having an impact on us?  Ask God to give you a vision for how you can be salt to your world today. 

 

In Christ’s Service, ����� �



Our Adopted Soldiers 
Our Youth Group has adopted a unit of soldiers in Afghanistan.  The youth sends 

a care package about every two weeks to help the soldiers get a taste of home.  
This month they are looking for special donations of small or individual servings 
of these items:  peanuts, nuts, sunflower seeds, trail mix, soup or ravioli in pop 
top cups, beef jerky, hard candy, lunch cakes, cans of Pringles “on the go” type 
flavor packs for bottled water, AA or AAA batteries, white cotton tube or tall 

socks, and baby wipes in soft or foil packages (no hard plastic cases please).  You 
can drop your donations off on the table at the end of the conference room.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Debbie.       
 

The Shoe Man 
You might have seen a man on the news recently saying that he doesn’t want 

your money, he just wants your souls… your shoe sole’s that is…  This man is 
George “Shoe man” Hutchings.  George collects shoes in the St. Louis area and 
uses them to help give people in Kenya clean water.  How do shoes help make 

clean water?  After the shoes are collected, they are sold by the pound to be 
either sold at discount prices overseas to people who need shoes, or to be 

recycled.  With the money he gets from the sale of the shoes, George buys drills 
and other materials to dig wells for people in Kenya who do not have access to 

clean water. 
So, what can you do to help?  Bring in your old shoes.  Clean out the back of 
your closet or under the couch.  Bring in the shoes that you just don’t wear 
anymore or that you or your kids have out- grown.  The condition does not 

matter.  If the shoes are in good shape they will go to someone who needs shoes 
and if they are in poor shape they will be recycled to make new shoes.  Either 
way, the money from the shoes goes to help people get access to clean water.  

This is a win-win situation.  You have a clean closet and they have safe water to 
drink.  So, drop off your shoes in the big red shoe in the hallway. 

 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Mariners will serve a free continental breakfast on 
Mother's Day in Harmon Hall from 8:15 to 10:00. 

We will have cereal, donuts, fresh fruit, juice, milk, 
and coffee.  This is a thank you to the congregation 

for their support of our pancake breakfasts and 
rummage sales. 

There will be a table with a sign up sheet in the foyer on Sunday April 25 and 
May 2nd.  Please let us know if you will be joining us for breakfast. 

 
 

 
Young at Heart Fried Chicken Dinner 
The Young at Heat will have a Fried Chicken Dinner here 
at church on May 15th at 4pm.  The dinner will take place 
in the conference room as Harmon Hall and the kitchen 
will be in use by another event.  Everyone is asked to 

bring a covered dish to share, their own table service, and 
their own drinks.  Fried chicken will be provided.   



Writers’ Workshop News 
  

The week before our second writer’s workshop, Jessica started sending me daily e-mails.  
“Another person signed up!”  “Two more registrations.”  By the time Saturday, April 17th 

rolled around we had 14 people including Lynn and I.  
We started the day with a discussion about how to start your manuscript.  Because the 

first page has to tell the reader what the story is about and introduce them to the main 
character, there’s a lot to do in very little space. 

The best teacher is experience so we cracked open a stack of books to see how the pros 
do it.  We read the first pages of several published works – novels and essays and 

nonfiction too.  We saw how you could use humor, open with dialogue or contradict something the readers assumes to 
be true.   Once we saw how the pros do it, we pulled out our own work.  One participant even read the beginning of a 

short story that she wrote during the workshop itself.  Hat’s off to this gutsy writer!  Hopefully she’ll come back with a 
finished story so that we know how it all ends. 

Plans are in the works for workshop #3, probably to be held in July.  If there is a topic you would like us to cover, let us 
know.  Until then, keep reading and writing and we hope to see you at an upcoming event. 

–SueBE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Women “A Day Apart” 
The Presbyterian Women will be getting together on May 22, 2010 for “A Day Apart” with guest speaker Reverend 

Carol DeVaughan.  The cost is $15 per person and includes lunch.  The event takes place at John Calvin 
Presbyterian Church on Natural Bridge Road in Bridgeton from 10am-noon.  Registration begins at 9:30 with a 

continental breakfast.  Reservations need to be made by May 12th.  Make your checks payable to “Ferguson PW” 
and mail them to Della Bibko at 1590 Milbank Dr., Florissant, MO 63031.     

�
Help keep our church clean 

Please leave all bulletins and envelopes you are not planning to use either on the pews or on 
the glass table in the parlor.  Please do not leave the envelopes in the holders on the back of 

the pews, in the hymnals, or under the hymnals.  This will make it a much easier job for those 
who try to keep our church looking its best. 

 

Defibrillator 
We have been given a generous gift by Bob Estep.  He donated 

funds to purchase a portable defibrillator.    The defibrillator will be 
mounted on the wall close to the TEAM collection barrel in the 
foyer.  A short instructional DVD came with the unit and will be 

shown to all session members, ushers, group leaders, etc.  Some staff 
will be trained by the Red Cross in AED and CPR.  If others such as 
head ushers, other staff, etc. wish to be trained in AED and CPR the 
cost is $43 per person.  This tool is one that will help save the life of 

someone who goes into Sudden Cardiac Arrest while on church 
premises.  Note: this defibrillator should not be used on children.  

We want to thank Bob Estep for his generous, life-saving donation.       

From the desk of 
SueBE 

F.P.C. Book Club 
The Book Club of F.P.C. will meet on Tuesday, May 25th at 7pm to discuss the book 
"Her Royal Spyness" by Rhys Bowen.  If you enjoy reading, you should try out our 

book club.  They meet the 4th Tuesday of the month at church.  For more information, 
check out the book list on the library door or talk with Lynn Bohler. 
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Wedding Anniversaries for April & May 

David & Lisa Calkins married 2 years on April 6th 
John and Sue Kohler married 44 years on April 29th  
Scott & Tammy Lyle married 4 years on April 29th  
Scott & Melanie Mitchell married 10 years on April 29th  
Keith & Susan Gentry married 40 years on May 16th  
David & Jessica Gwyn married 4 years on May 20th 
Stan & Sally Hutchison married 21 years on May 20th 
John & Carolyn Spalding married 11 years on May 22nd 
Ray & Brenda Stuckmeyer married 53 years on May 24th   
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Vernon Litton 
Thelma Hollis 
Helen Dodd 
Blake Smith 

Carole Tumminia 
Our Shut-ins 

Ted Buckwick 
Tom Connelly 

Sherry Simmons 
 

The Grief-Support group meets in 
the Parlor on Mondays at 2pm.  If 
you are interested, stop by during a 

meeting on some Monday.   

The May/June issue of “The Upper 
Room” is available for purchase in the 

Literature Rack outside the office. 
 
 

News about our Campbell’s Soup Label Program 
Did you know that the Campbell’s Labels for 

Education program has changed?  Now all that is 
required is the UPC code.  (Please clip and bring 
in only the UPC code as pictured above and not 

the entire label).  For a complete list of 
participating products and their point values, go to 

www.labelsforeducation.com   
 

A Note about Receiving Communion 
Communion is a sacrament and should be taken 
reverently in the sanctuary.   An Elder will bring 

Communion to the nursery attendant (if there is one) 
and to the teachers of the younger children, because 

they cannot leave the classroom.  This Elder will only 
have enough of the Communion Elements to serve the 

above mentioned people. 
The communicant class, the youth class, and their 

teachers, as well as all other adults should proceed to 
the sanctuary to receive communion.  When the Elder 

brings Communion back to the nursery and young 
child classrooms, he will let the�other classes and 
anyone back in Harmon Hall know it is time to 
proceed to the sanctuary to receive communion. 

I apologize for 
the absence of 

new anniversaries 
in the April 

Belltower.  They 
are included in 

the May 
Belltower. 

Directory Pictures 
Mark your calendars on July 6th & 7th 
for directory pictures with Olan Mills.  
The photographers will be here from 3-
9:30pm to take pictures of all the church 
members.  When the time comes closer, 
they will schedule appointments, but for 

now, just keep those dates in mind.  

Mother’s Day is Sunday, 
May 9th.  Don’t forget to 
do something special for 

the mothers, 
grandmothers, and other 

women in your lives. 

There is a bake sale after church on 
May 23rd.  Please bring in donations 
of baked goods to sell.  Also, stop by 
after church and buy enough goodies 

to fill your cookie jars for weeks. 



  
 
 
   

 
Florissant Presbyterian Church is going Green!

We are taking several new measures here at church to help preserve the environment God 
made for us.  To reduce our waste, we will be using all “real” plates, cups, and silverware.  

We have several large sets of glass plates, a ton of silverware, and 
cups.  Using our own plates and table service will help us throw away a lot less.  We usually 

generate several bags of trash just from the paper or Styrofoam plates used at a luncheon.  
With “real” plates, we made much less waste.  If y
event, please contact Susan Gentry to be added to the “Earth Angels” list.    Also, we now have recycling collection here 
at church.  We can recycle all the cardboard boxes, plastic bot

we use.  There will be a collection barrel in Harmon Hall next to the water fountain.  Please be sure to break down 
cardboard boxes so that they will take up less space in our collection bin.

rinsed out and free of food residue to be recycled.
We will only be collecting items generated at church so please do not bring items in from home.

Also, the youth has stopped collecting aluminum cans as the place
So, please do not bring in your aluminum cans from home.  You can, however, continue to bring in paper to recycle in 

the “paper retriever” bin in the side lot.  We do make a small amount of money on this 
reduce the amount of space taken up in our recycling collection bin.    

Remember also, we collect inkjet printer cartridges, cell phones, and cell phone batteries for recycling.  
We hope that, with the combined efforts of u

eventually be able to reduce the number of trash pick
  

5  Ruby Martin 19  Kim Christian

7  Gary Brandenburger 19  Steven Wacker

7  Lola Delashmit 21  Morris Coller

7  Linda Lanning 21  Joan Johnson

7  Vernon Litton 22  Winton Dunn

8  Dan Edwards 22  Sue Seibman

10  Ben McKee 23  Stan Hutchison

10  Zachary Mueller 23  Douglas Krause

11  Brandon Goehri 24  Janet Damons

13  Dianne Ruyle 24  Debbie Galle

14  Clifford Webb 25  Mary Graue

14  Robin Wolf 26  Lynn Bohler

15  Brenda Nightingale 27  Gloria Harris

16  Gabriel Guilliams 29  Terry Salfen

16  Doris Kretzer 30  Mia Willis

16  Kurt Calkins 31  Blake Smith

17  Faye Gregson  

  

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Florissant Presbyterian Church is going Green!
 

We are taking several new measures here at church to help preserve the environment God 
made for us.  To reduce our waste, we will be using all “real” plates, cups, and silverware.  

We have several large sets of glass plates, a ton of silverware, and 
cups.  Using our own plates and table service will help us throw away a lot less.  We usually 

generate several bags of trash just from the paper or Styrofoam plates used at a luncheon.  
With “real” plates, we made much less waste.  If you are interested in helping wash the dishes after a luncheon or other 
event, please contact Susan Gentry to be added to the “Earth Angels” list.    Also, we now have recycling collection here 
at church.  We can recycle all the cardboard boxes, plastic bottles, tin & steel food cans, clean aluminum foil, 

we use.  There will be a collection barrel in Harmon Hall next to the water fountain.  Please be sure to break down 
cardboard boxes so that they will take up less space in our collection bin.  All plastic and glass container

rinsed out and free of food residue to be recycled. 
We will only be collecting items generated at church so please do not bring items in from home.

collecting aluminum cans as the place where they had been taking them no longer exists.  
So, please do not bring in your aluminum cans from home.  You can, however, continue to bring in paper to recycle in 

the “paper retriever” bin in the side lot.  We do make a small amount of money on this collection and it will help to 
reduce the amount of space taken up in our recycling collection bin.    

Remember also, we collect inkjet printer cartridges, cell phones, and cell phone batteries for recycling.  
We hope that, with the combined efforts of using real table service and recycling some of the church waste, we will 

eventually be able to reduce the number of trash pick-ups and greatly reduce our impact on the environment.  
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14  Jennifer Galle 

14  Marlene Sorber 

Florissant Presbyterian Church is going Green! 

We are taking several new measures here at church to help preserve the environment God 
made for us.  To reduce our waste, we will be using all “real” plates, cups, and silverware.  

We have several large sets of glass plates, a ton of silverware, and many types of glasses and 
cups.  Using our own plates and table service will help us throw away a lot less.  We usually 

generate several bags of trash just from the paper or Styrofoam plates used at a luncheon.  
ou are interested in helping wash the dishes after a luncheon or other 

event, please contact Susan Gentry to be added to the “Earth Angels” list.    Also, we now have recycling collection here 
tin & steel food cans, clean aluminum foil, and glass 

we use.  There will be a collection barrel in Harmon Hall next to the water fountain.  Please be sure to break down 
plastic and glass containers must also be 

We will only be collecting items generated at church so please do not bring items in from home. 
where they had been taking them no longer exists.  

So, please do not bring in your aluminum cans from home.  You can, however, continue to bring in paper to recycle in 
collection and it will help to 

reduce the amount of space taken up in our recycling collection bin.     
Remember also, we collect inkjet printer cartridges, cell phones, and cell phone batteries for recycling.   
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our impact on the environment.   
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